[Cri-du-chat disease: plasma and urinary amino acids].
Ten cases of cri du chat disease due to a del(5)(p14p15) were observed. A highly significant excess of the plasmatic and urinary relative amount of asparagine + aspartate was detected. A highly significant excess of the relative amount of histidine was also noted in the urine but not in the plasma. Excess of asparagine + aspartate could be related to a disorder of purine metabolism. The urinary excess of histidine could be related to a disorder of the aminoacid catabolism.